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Administration’s Promises to
Promote Natural Gas Development

Fall Short

By J. Daniel Hull *

Natural pas [5 the key in our transifion to an energy-effi-
ciend future in which we rely on environmentally safe re-
rewadle energy sowrces. Notwral gos is abundant in the
Unifed Staies, inexpensive and vevsaiile. Because if burns
three or four times cleaner than gasoline and diesel fuel
environmaentalists strongly support its use in ploce of thess
other energy sources. And since il is availoble in the U5,
greater reliance on natural gas will put Americans back fo
work.

» from the Clinton—Gore Campaign's
Netioral Energy Poliey (1982)

Dwring his cempaign, President Clinton's economic plat-
forrn preminently featured natural gne development. Thers
is, he emphasized, an 18-year domestic supply of produe-
ible natural gas. It is a clean-burning fosl with ndvantages
over other foasil fuels. Matura] gns combusts withous the
" soot or sulphur dioxide emissions of conl; its exiracion and
transportation doss not generate the eonvironmental con.
cerna masocinted with crude oil. Matural gas, he went on,
. does not cause the waste disposal problems of nudenr en-
EFY W8e. ;
 Against this backdrop, the Clinten-Gore campaign  pro-

posed the use of natural gas as a replacement for foreign oil
by cutting imports by 1.75 million barrels of oil per day by
the yoar 2000, The plan would reducs the 1.5, trads defizit -
by $12.5 billion annually (based on a $20 per barrel price
for imported oill. To sccomplish this “aggressive natural
gas substitution policy,” a Clinton Administration would:

* Expand markets for natural gms through incen-
tives in “ewery socter” including houscholds, busi-
ness, industry, electrizal generation and trans-
portation;

* "Spead” develspment of new natural gas pipe-
lines to get natural gas to the market (partico.

larly in undor-served sroas); g
* Convert the federal feet to natural gas;

* Provide research and development dallars for new
ontural gas “applications™; and

* Remove environmental and other regulatory im-
pediments o prodiction and distribution,

Raised Expectations
Duespits the fact that such proposals wers made in n po-
litieal campaign, meny oil and gus Industry represents-
tives—producers, transporters and distribators of gas in
regions such ns western Pennsylvanis—took these gestures
pericualy. The campaign was cleor and emphatic sbout nata-
ral gns in the "energy mic.” Mr. Clinton, who comes from a
gas-producing state, surrounded himself with advisors with
strong ail and gas backgrounds during his campaign and in
the first yoar of his administration. Viee-Progident Gears had
strong envirenmental credentiale as a U.S, Senator.
There ware other rensons for optimism. -In the fall of |
{Bs MATITRAL (AR, page 4)




